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PRESS RELEASE: CLARKE ENERGY AND INNIO TO COMMISSION 

SECOND JENBACHER GAS ENGINE AT VITALAIT PLANT 

 

• Clarke Energy has supplied “La Centrale Laitière de Mahdia – Vitalait” with a second INNIO 
Jenbacher engine to support its growing energy demand. 

• The Vitalait cogeneration facility has increased its total electrical power to 4MWe 

• Cogeneration reduces Vitalait's energy costs by more than 2 million TND per year, after deduction of 
operating costs. 

• Clarke Energy's solution also enables Vitalait to reduce carbon emissions by more than 6,000 
tonnes per year, thanks to high energy efficiency. 

 
Tunis, Tunisia, October 9, 2020, Clarke Energy and INNIO Jenbacher announce the project completion 
and commissioning of a second plant at the La Centrale Laitière de Mahdia - Vitalait power plant located in 
Mahdia, Tunisia. The installation of another INNIO Jenbacher gas engine has now increased the total 
electrical power at Vitalait’s facility to 4MWe. 

Having started operations in December 1998, Vitalait currently maintains production capacity of 215 million 
litres of milk per year at its Mahdia plant. It produces a diverse range of products, including cheese and 
yogurt. At present, Vitalait has about 35 distributors throughout the Tunisian territory. 

Clarke Energy, providing advanced INNIO gas engine technology, operates as a trusted partner to Vitalait 
for its energy efficiency projects. In 2013, Clarke Energy installed the first INNIO Jenbacher J612 gas 
engine at the Vitalait plant that provides an electric power output of 2MWe. The facility currently produces 
1,100 KWth of hot water and 800 KWth of steam. In 2018, the Clarke Energy Tunisia maintenance team – 
staffed with highly trained and authorised Tunisian executives and technicians – successfully carried out the 
preventive semi-overhaul of the engine at 30,000 operating hours. 

Seven years after the installation of the first INNIO Jenbacher gas engine, and in light of the plant's growing 
energy demand, Vitalait decided to boost its electric and thermal self-production by installing an additional 
INNIO Jenbacher J612 gas engine. 

The cogeneration plant currently consists of two INNIO Jenbacher J612 gas engines with a total output of 4 
MWe. This cogeneration plant contributes to the reduction of the energy costs of Vitalait with a monthly gain 
of more than 166,000TND and, also, a reduction of carbon emissions of more than 6,000tonnes per year. 

Mr. Hechmi Ali, Deputy General Manager of Vitalait commented:  
“Clarke Energy and INNIO Jenbacher are our strategic affiliates for cogeneration. The signing of the second 
agreement testifies to our satisfaction with the quality of the product and the services provided as part of the 
first investment. We look forward to our collaboration spanning the next 15 years. Given our extraordinary 
growth, we will look to develop further.” 

Clarke Energy Africa Director, Mr. Sahbi Amara commented: 
“We are pleased to have reached this level in the relationship with La Centrale Laitière de Mahdia - Vitalait. 
With its turnkey offer and its services provided under long-term maintenance contracts, Clarke Energy 
supports its customers throughout the life cycle of installations by guaranteeing availability, reliability and 
performance. The success of Vitalait's cogeneration installation is proof of the relevance of the 
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cogeneration solution in Tunisia, with a well-defined legal framework, and that Jenbacher engines 
associated with Clarke Energy's commitments today represent the best choice on the market." 

INNIO Jenbacher General Manager META & SA, Christof Harrasser, commented: “Our INNIO 
Jenbacher gas engines provide a power range of 200 kW to 10 MW, furnishing onsite power, heat and 
cooling for a variety of commercial, industrial and municipal applications. We are happy to provide our 
INNIO Jenbacher gas engine technology to support La Centrale Laitière de Mahdia – Vitalait’s impressive 
growth across Tunisia. With the J612’s continuous enhancements and extensive operating hours, we are 
confident that Vitalait will continue to be their technology of choice for all their power generation needs.” 
 

Note to editor  
 

VITALAIT 
Vitalait is the second leader on the Tunisian market, present since 1998. It has grown from a small 
company of 60 employees to more than 800, it produces milk with a wide variety of products (butter, 
yoghurt, milk drink, dessert cream, etc.). Thanks to its reputation it has forged in terms of quality, Vitalait 
has succeeded in developing international partners, namely Kaiku No. 2 in Spain and Emmi, the leading 
Swiss dairy group. Vitalait has only one credo, quality always quality and again quality.  
 

Clarke Energy  
Clarke Energy, a Kohler Group company, is a leader in the engineering, design, installation and 
maintenance of installations equipped with Jenbacher gas engines. Clarke Energy is Jenbacher's 
authorized distributor in 27 countries, employs 1,200 employees across these territories and has over 7GW 
of Jenbacher gas engines installed worldwide.  
www.clarke-energy.com  
 
About INNIO 
INNIO is a leading solutions provider of gas engines, power equipment, a digital platform and related 
services for power generation and gas compression at or near the point of use. With our Jenbacher and 
Waukesha product brands, INNIO pushes beyond the possible and looks boldly toward tomorrow. Our 
diverse portfolio of reliable, economical and sustainable industrial gas engines generates 200 kW to 10 MW 
of power for numerous industries globally. We can provide life cycle support to the more than 52,000 
delivered gas engines worldwide. And, backed by our service network in more than 100 countries, INNIO 
connects with you locally for rapid response to your service needs. 

Headquartered in Jenbach, Austria, the business also has primary operations in Welland, Ontario, Canada, 
and Waukesha, Wisconsin, US. For more information, visit the company's website at www.innio.com. 
Follow INNIO on Twitter and LinkedIn 

 

For more information, please contact:  
 
Tunisia - Anja Guerfala, Chargée de mission Marketing, Clarke Energy +21695999729 ; +216 71190006 ; 
anja.guerfala@clarke-energy.com  
 
UK - Alex Marshall, Group Marketing and Compliance Director, Clarke Energy +44 151 546 4446; 
+44 7917066242; alex.marshall@clarke-energy.com 
 

Austria – Susanne Reichelt, Senior Media Relations Leader, INNIO +43 664 80833 2382; 
susanne.reichelt@innio.com 
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